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their precursors in Lampetra japonica
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Abstract: MicroRNAs (miRNAs) negatively regulate genes which are involved in various biological processes of
metabolism at both transcriptional and post-transcriptional levels. In recent years, the existence and function of
miRNAs have been extensively studied in plants and animals with the application of deep sequencing and microarray
technology. In this study, small RNAs from leucocytes of Lampetra japonica (L. japonica) were sequenced using the
second generation high-throughput sequencing technology. A total of 5 207 787 small RNA sequences were identified,
and 4 739 346 of them assembled into 10 989 variants. Based on sequence similarity analysis, the sequences of these
variants matched known miRNAs of 306 conserved families, among which 6 conserved miRNA family members ex-
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pressed at an extremely high level which reflected the conservatism of miRNAs among species. In addition, 70 un-

annotated sequences were predicted to be new miRNAs, and 34 of them were further verified expressing in anti-

gen-treated L. japonica leucocytes by miRNA microarray assay. Moreover, the minimal folding free energy indexes

for 16 of the 34 miRNA precursors exceed 0.85, indicating the existence of species-specific miRNAs in L. japonica

which may play important roles in regulating, growth, development and disease response of L. japonica leukocytes.

Keywords: Lampetra japonica; species-specific miRNA; high-throughput sequencing; microarray assay
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Ljm-020 5) 116.94 19.22 0.16 Ljm-049 13 2 205.58 243.73 0.11
Ljm-021 20 787.49 143.29 0.18 Ljm-053 33 883.44 239.59 0.27
Ljm-023 9 1781.13 41151 0.23 Ljm-057 12 970.61 137.59 0.14
Ljm-024 25 722.61 145.29 0.20 Ljm-058 18 472 8 720.51 1087.02 0.12
Ljm-025 5 416.21 109.09 0.26 Ljm-061 22 111.74 11.11 0.10
Ljm-026 286 738.41 135.98 0.18 Ljm-063 36 580.47 100.66 0.17
Ljm-028 110 46.62 19.79 0.42 Ljm-065 17 1617.26 571.62 0.35
Ljm-030 33 51.42 20.03 0.39 Ljm-066 42 68.09 34.28 0.50
Ljm-031 6 66.53 10.19 0.15 Ljm-072 8 614.94 83.30 0.14
Ljm-033 18 94.80 30.48 0.32 Ljm-073 58 362 2929.11 402.34 0.14
F 4 HALHEEEEZFT miRNA FIIREZHKEH
. Mfe Mfel
MiRNA MiRNA (kcal/mol)
Ljm-002-3p AGACATTACGCCATCGCCCTGCCCAGCGGGCATGACGTCACG (.o (((- (CCLCCLCCCCCCCCCCr)))))  —33.3  0.65
TTTCATGACGTCATCGCACTGGACAGCGCGCGCGACGTC  ))N)INNN)-D)
Ljm-004-3p CCCTCACACCTCCATCCTCGTCGTTGCCCCCAGCGGGGGATC . ((((-(-(CCCCCCCCCClC(Cm (o)) —46.8  0.85
AGCCAACACTGCTGGAGAGGACGAGGTGTGGAGGGCGA ).) MMM
GG
Ljm-010-3p CTAGAGGCTACCTGGAGGAGCTTTGTCTGTGTGTGGTGTGTG ..o, ((((C-C(CCCCCC- CCCCCCCCCt. Covn)- M) —27.9  0.68
TAGTACACAGACACTGCTGCTACTCGCTAGCTAACAG MDNIM)).....
Ljm-011-3p TGTGGGCCAAAGCCCTTTTTGTGTTGTACTACTGTCCGCTATG . (. ((CC((-CCCCCCCCCCrrCCCCCCCal(Co))-=n)) =395  0.99
GTGCTGAGCAGTGCAATATTAAAAAGGGCATTGGCTGGC MN)IDMINNINN)
Ljm-013-3p AGGATCTCGCTTGACATTCAGTGCTGTCGGTGGGTGTTGCGC . (((((-((-.(C-CCCCCCCCCCC-CCC-CCCC.(C.¢.C-.))) -39.8 0.74
GTGCCTGCCTCGAACACATAACCCAGGGAGCACTGAATGCA ). )))-))MM))--))))
CACCGTGATCC
Ljm-016-3p ACATCGACGTGGTTGCTGAGCCGGATGTATTGCGGAGTCAGA . ((((C..((CCCro)))))erowree ((C-CCCC - (CCCLCLC.((C  —-31.8  0.62
AGTTAGCGGAGTGGTGAAGCATCGCTGCTGTGATGATGATG (...)))-))))-))-)--)))).
ATGATGCTGACGATGA
Ljm-018-3p CTCGGCATGATCCCATCGCCCTCACTCGGCTACGCCGCTGGCT .o (((Cor- (CCCCC G- CCCCCCCLC-mMM.Y))  —29.4 059
AGTGGTGTGACGATGACGACGATGGAAACCACGCAGGA  ).)I)-...)).)....
Ljm-020-3p GCTATGTGGTTGTGGGCAGCAGAGGGCAGTGCAGCATGATAC ... ((CCCCCCCCCCCrCeCCcC €M) -448 107
AATGATGTACTGTACTTCTTTGCTGCCCACCATCACCAATC )M I)).....
Ljm-021-3p TGGGGGGGGGGGGGCATCTTATAATCCGATCTGTGGTATTGTA . (((CCCCCCCCCCC-CCCCCCCCCC(C (G rrmrrnnn. N  -47.1 105
TTAGTCCGGATTATAAGACGCACCGCCCCCACCCCC MDD
Ljm-023-3p TCTGTGTAACTGCACTTGCCCCTACAGCCCTGCTAGAGGCTAC ... ((((C-- (CCCC. (G CCCCC LN —30.6  0.71
CTGGGGGAGCTGTGTCTGTGTGACTGCACTTG Y- IID)-IN))...
Ljm-024-3p CTACTCGCTAGCTCACAGCACTTGCCCGTACAGCCCTGCTAGA . ((((CCCCCC-CCCCClCC(CC(C (o)D) =323 0.67
GGCTACCTGGGGGAGCTTTGTCTGTGTGCGTAGTGTGTG )= )IMNNNIN)))
Ljm-025-3p GACACTGCTGCTGCTACTCGCTAGCTAACAGCACTTGCCCCTA . (((C.. (- ((C(C...--))-))--CCCCCCCCCcccCCC(Ce(¢....).y —34.2  0.63
CAGCCCTGCTAGAGGCTACCTGGGGGTAGCTTTGTCTGTGT )))..))))--)) ). ).
GTGTGGTGTGT
Ljm-026-3p TCTGTGTCTGTGTGTGACAGCACTTGCCCCTATAGCCCTGCTA . (((C... (((C.. ¢ CCCCCC-LeCCC(C -GN —29.6  0.66

GAGGCTACCTGGGGTAGCTTTGTCTGTGTGCATGTAACAGC ))))...)) ). ))-))).
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Ljm-028-3p GATGGTGATAGGTGCAGTGCTGCAAGTTACTCTTTTGATGAAA . ((((- (-~ (C- e m=>--- —30.2 0.81
TTACATAGTGATTTGTGATTGCGGGCTACTGAGGCAGATTCC N)MN)INN)-)-))
AT

Ljm-030-3p TCCAGTGCTGGAAGCTTCTGCAGGGAACGGACTTCACTCAGC . (((-(CCCCC- (-~ C=>79)  —38.2 0.75
TGAGTTGACGCGACTGAATTGATTCAACTCCTTGAAGAAGC ))- D)D)= D INDMN-DN)-)))
TCCCAGCAGGTGG

Ljm-031-3p AATCTTCATTTGAAGCTTTCGTGACTGCAGGAATCCATACTCT (oo (CCLOCCLCCCCCCCLLCC o)) ))))) =217 059
TTGGCTCTTTCGGTAAAGTCACGTAGGCTCATCCCCTGAT — ))MN)N))--....))

Ljm-033-5p CTTTGGTTATTTCGGTAAAGTCACGTAGGTGCAAATTTCGGA ({((((C(- (CCCCCCCCCCleCelllll(lemeermmeeerns M) 4956 1.5
TTCCAGTACCTACGTGACTTTACCGAAAGAACCAAAGA MMNMIMNIN)))-

Ljm-034-3p CTTTGGTTCTTTCGGTAAAGTCGCGTAGGTACAACATGAAATA (- (L. e —50.9 1.64
AATCACGTTATTTCGAACCTACGTGACTTTACCGAATGAACCA N)INDMMOMMIOIMININ))-
AAGA

Ljm-037-5p CGCGCGGGGGAAAAGTGCAAATAGTGGTAGGTAGTGATCAC (el e emene )NN))  —46.4 1.03
TGCCGTCTGCCTACTCCATTTGCATTTTGGCCTCCGTGCGT DDDDON)-IIN)))-

Ljm-039-5p TTATACAGGTAACGAGCTGAGATTAGGAGAACGCTCTTAAA  (((CCqreereereerer @ —=2a2mMMmMM)  —-b1s 1.62
GGGAGTGCTCCTAAACTCAGCTTGTTACCTGTATAAA IMMMNNIIM)))-

Ljm-040-5p ACACGTATATACCGGATTATAAGACGCACCCGCACATCATTT ... (((- (- CCCCOCee--ee(Camemenene (™)) =1 ) 0.65
CCTTTAAAACGCAGGGGAAACGTGCGCCTGATGATCCGGTGA M)IM)NININIIN))).-.-
ACATGGTC

Ljm-041-5p GTTGCCCATTACGGATCTGGCTTCTGAGGCTAGCAACCACT (- (- (- (G- - (=M =192 0.48
GCGTTGAGGCTAGCAACCGCTGCGTTGCT 0))))).).

Ljm-044-5p TGTCCCGCTGAGGTCAGGATGGGCAGCAATGCGTGACTAG (- (CCCCCCCCC-CCCCCC-CCCCCCClodmmmmm) 407 095
ATCCTGTATTGCACTCGTCCCGGCCTTAGCGAGATT MNINMN)-)))-

Ljm-047-3p TTTTTTTCTATCTACATGACTTTACCGAAAGAAACAAAAAATA ((CCCCererreeeree =o€ —4a 1.38
TGAATTCCATACTCTTTGGTTCTTTCGGTAAAGTCATGTAGG ))N))IMIMMIIIIMNIND)--- )
TACAGTGAGGGAA

Ljm-049-5p TCAATGTAAACACCCTACACTCTCAGCTGTGCGCCATTGGTT (((CCCCCCCCeCr.-cheere-t@>2€$2€Xd$DMDMMMM> - -40.3 1.09
AGCTGGGAGTGGGGTGTTTATGTTGACTGCCTTA M)

Ljm-053-5p CACCGTAGCAGCACGTAAATATTGGAGTGTGAACTCTGCGA ... (o= NIN))))) —38.8 0.98
TTCCAGTATTTCGTGCTGCTGCTGTGCGGTGGG 1)) I

Ljm-057-5p CCCACATGGTGTTGGACCAGATGACGCCACATGGTCTCACA (- (((C-CC(C-CCCCCC-CCCCC-C-CCCCccccnm-my-  —40 0.85
TGGTGCTGGACCAGATGACGTCACATGGTTCCACATGGTGTT ) )N)-DNINN).)-
GGA

Ljm-058-5p CGTGCATTGTTAAAGTGCAGATAGTGGTAGTTGGTCCTAAA (- ((-(CCCCCCCCC-LCCCC-LhCcccCCk-lcome) 318  0.99
AATGACAGCTACTCTATTTACACTTTAAACACTGTGCGG IMNIMNN)N)-))-))-

Ljm-061-3p AGACAATACCTCAGAATTGTCAGGGTGCTCAGCAATCCGCAC  ((((... (CCCC(C- CCCcccCcCt(omernnne. M) -31.5  0.83
CTGACAGTGCTGGGGTTTAGTCTCAGCAGAC DID))) -

Ljm-063-5p TGCGCATCAGTCGGGCTGAACGGGGGGTTCGTGCACACAT . (((CCCCCCCCCC-CCC- (oo M)N).. —27.3  0.54
CCATCTTGTAGCGAACGACCTACAGCGAACTGAGATACCTAC )N ).
GGCGTG

Ljm-065-5p GGCTGTGCGATGAGGTAGTAGTTGTATAGTTTTTTGGGTGC  ((((C(-(C- (¢ CCCCCCCCCCCCCC-CCC(Ced)))--r)  —39.3  0.98
AATCCCAAACGGGTAACTGTACAATCTACTGTCTTTCCCACGG )NIMN)IMN-NIN)))-
CTT

Ljm-066-3p GCGCGATGCCTGCCGTTTCGATCCCCGTGCCGGGAAGCTTCTT ((C(CCC(C--CCCCCCC (CCLCCCC L)) 355  0.68
CGGGAACTGCACGTGGAGCGAAATGTTTGGCGTCACGTCG ) NIM)--I)-))--

Ljm-072-5p TTAGATCTTGTGGTGGACCTGGATGAGACAGAGTACTGAGA . (((((C-CCCCC-0C- (-l eererens N-IN))-.)  -27.1 0.75
TCGGGTCTCTCTTAAGCCCTCCACACGGTTTAT NIMNINN))-

Ljm-073-5p GCGAGGGTGATGTAAACATCTCAACTGGAAGCTGTGACGTC (((-. (- ((CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC -y  —386  0.97
AGTAAAGGCTTTCAGTTAGGTGTTCACGTCAGCACGCTAC MIMNNIN)-))))...

miRNA miRNA ‘o
Mfe Mfel
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