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Epigenetic control of transposable elements and cell fate decision
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Abstract: Transposable elements (TEs) are the most prevalent elements in mammalian genomes. Although potential
risks for genome stability, they are a pool of potential regulatory sequences, chromatin control elements, protein-coding
genes, and substrates for evolutionary processes. Consequently, a delicate balance is maintained between the potential
benefits and deleterious aspects of TEs, and this balance is mediated by the epigenetic regulatory system. In this review, we
introduce the role of heterochromatin associated epigentic modifications such as histone 3 lysine 9 trimethylation
(H3K9me3) and DNA methylation in the silencing of TEs as well as epigenetic modifications such as histone 3 lysine 4
monomethylation (H3K4me1) and histone 3 lysine 27 acetylation (H3K27ac) in activation of TEs. Further, we elaborate the
functions of TEs as binding sites of transcription factors and as anchors of chromosomal conformation in regulation of gene
expression. We introduce the impact of TEs on the process of cell fate determination including natural embryonic
development in vivo and artificial cell fate transition in vitro. We discuss the main challenges associated with computational
TEs analysis and TEs functions exploration, as well as the different experimental and computational strategies in studying
these processes. In all, this article provides a comprehensive review of the research advances and existing problems in study

of transposable elements in epigenetic regulatory mechanisms, gene transcriptional regulation, and cell fate determination,

thereby providing some references for researchers in the fields.
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TE A I T rf S IR0 e S T IR e 1 el e )

X A SR B I T A AR B AR R AL, IR
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FEAE M 11 ZNF91/93 I SVA/LL 7E Ak it 5 vh B AR
25, AR AL B R AR SVAILL RYRE JRETE PEDT,
Ah, FER A H A7 E HoAth KRAB-ZNF 2 H 55 T
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i B R - N Z B8 B R IR, BRI E RE
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PRSF R P HRIET TEs Ab, 6B iR fFE KW
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POIE R FE RN Z —, FFH TEs & AR FhiL
M EEIRE 2 —.
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B2 — o PR A R0 B I T 3 R e p R
WAE G BT, LG FE S KT S5 G €0 5 A A& 1 L) B
ok R K RNA &M . DNA HEfL 4 2 E
H3K9me3 J& 171 7 5k K 3¢ 15 1T BR 1) W P e 2 221 3¢
WIS A, 38R B AR X LB Y L T S Ak T
DR, W )i, R4 TEs Ly
RPERLRIE AR B G2, (HA] U & 1902 X
FEifE TEs Fib iy LR EIEE BEEN F2AE
}gﬁ[lS,IG]O

DNA  FH 5L Ak 38 5 5 DA Ay A2 1A% 40 i 42 1 2 s
JOFIE PR R EEIN R, SR, 7RI & i
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SR E TG AR T R0 BRI HRE R £ 4 DL
il By e W3 A% 7 X OR10E% DNA AL LI H] TEs
eIk, Bf 155 o Rk B T BRI 5 BOE AR
FE, H3K9me3 4T 1Y 5 e (0, i A i Ho b fie 3210 7
. PEFE A (Zinc-finger proteins, ZFPs)2 2 %1 1] LA
HIEE5EH TEs FHEZE Trim28, Trim28 fEfg vt —
SR 1 H3KOme3 [ H B R il Setdbl fii
TEs Sy o ki g TR 22 fefgdH3E Trim28
) KRAB-ZFP # Hiffuf% 2fp809, Yyl, Zfp819 LI

HT#5 TEs MyiEk. AHEEY], 5 H3KIme3
MR G 1Y A 2 UL 52 % 4 Suv39h1/2, GY9a.,

Daxx/Atrx Z5#5 TEs yiBkAg eln2324  KH
H3K9me3 H JLEE Ll #5114 TEs A Fr AN A, Horp
Setdbl FZHE ERVS Joff, 1M Suv39hl/2 FELif
LINEs JefE 2, Spimrss e &30, HA meA Bifi
) TEs KR RNA JKIHAHSCHY B LB Mettl3
DL GRS R F Ythdel 276Xt TEs B UTERL % 2
FERME 52 (B 2A). 1% H3K9me3 4, H4K20me3
HAR3me2 DL M4 & AR & H3.3 AR &AL TEs X

K ZReteHF zfpa2 U802 BB IS WHIFS S T HIETTI R S sk, i
A — Protein coding B
2.5%
LINE | SUTR  ORFl | ORF2 | 3UTR |
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N -
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3.7% 2.9%

1 MNREEAPHEETHIEREE

o [

DNA transposons

| Pol ‘

e [

7~9 kb

|‘| Recombinase | ’l

~1.4 kb

Fig. 1 Classification and content of transposable elements within the mouse genome
A: /NSRS R R R b, SRR 1 RSk T GENECODE v20, TEs H:BSE VR T RepeatMasker, B: s[RIFh25%; [T

PREs R EIA
\ H3K9me3 @ E s -
? 5mC
T mA IMETTL3) ‘"\&
l mA
(9 H3K9me3
DNMI‘SL

wﬁ

B2 MREFAHEETHEZRWBEETRRN

Fig. 2 Mechanism of transposable elements silencing

A /NG DR 2 o s AR O B R O R UK £ 2 20, H3K9me3 il DNA H 34k 5 £ R 1EH
METTL3. 445 YTHDCL #%% SETDB1, $5% TEs [X H3K9me3

WAEH T

RNA 1y m°A fifi il it B35 2 H
FRAFULTIIR. B: 2 5U0H TEs R (LM F 4 3R M
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2 HoAth F W38 44 X710 Uhrfl, Kdmia, Rifl, Sumo2.,
Chafla/b, Tet2. Jfdmsnz iz i 2 i APOBEC3 5 Jik
DL RNA 454 86 11 TRIM33 S5 78 5% JE ST A48 2 v ke
AR AR P20 B L R S Y 2 I
BHEAL, AL AT T8 K IR R Y TEs 2R3
WL AL 4 07 SN AF e I B 22 B8 L4l TEs Y
PG 45 R 5 R 2% &2 2% (] 2B).

BRI 4 TEs RS L BT ERAh , tfrfe
RSy TES TEARFE I 4 28 780 g 4 o 19 28 3ok 1%
B BT BTG . A H B H3K27ac, H3K4mel I
H3K4me3 i & 8% A 02 56 s s 25, JLrp
H3K27ac Ml H3K4mel J& i 38 i 1 1) & W& M b
ic, H3K4me3 J&iHERIE 3l 7 X R WM ist i 181, XL
B R RE R AE RS> TESs Yo 5 X 3ok & 42 M A 30 H:
Fik o e /N B P FE SN IR Z T 40 i (trophoblast
stem cell, TSCs)H, #%HEoc/F RLTR13DS L5k i %
4 H3K4mel Fl H3K27ac &1, - HLi#i% RLTR13D5
Vi g B 30— 4R 3% TSCs B0 54K T CDX2.
EOMES F1 ELF5 (45 &%, 26189, 78 ARG 140
M, #EEICHF LTR77 %55 55 H3K4mel 51",
fEANRIE G T A, % )8ocfF RLTR9. RLTR13
srer4E H3K27ac Al H3K4Amel &k i i o 45 5
(SESuiaa

12 BETHSEREREE

TEs A LA it 2 Fh o7 syt R e ik 14248
IR E, KEH TEs 7ERE AN R e/ A, (HXT
oy TEs M, BT FFAE e bl AZEH:
D4 2 2591 3 D 31 il TEs #), If HL3k
IR ) 22k 5 HLRHIE TES B i BB B R,
LR BT SINEs 17 i 5 5L PR 358 B IEAH G C
A, MM LINEs AY% &5 A S AR e R,
UeAk, TEs tnliE /e dgam iR L H £k, I
X R A Yy DI RE ARG T 40 2 Re iRy . G A
B MR G RN LA R B FR AR S
AR AR A 3F H, TEs WAl fEfE
SR K- SL P ek, 52 i 3k PR A T AR B 4 |
RNA Ziidi . 4 e 08490, sk, TEs tnf b
V25 T i Z 88 I+ POUSFL, SOX2 .
NANOG. ZFP42, HHiNJZHH I 5% [+ FOXA2,
GATA4 . SOX17 L5445 A A0 o5 0% 1 o 2 Bk IR 3%

RBOSUEAR R, TEs XL =45 MY
e SRR A E EZMMEM, 41 LINEL, BL/Alu
(J& T SINEs Z5) e BETT /% = 4 FL R 41 A/B X B
it 3 8 B A PR AR FE A, RS, #4801 MERVL
1 HERVH 4350 4/ BV BIIRIG A O LA &2 &
SRR AR 45 #4 4 (Topologically associating domain,
TAD) Y TE AR ALl A, L5 o 2 P Ay IX B Ak 8]
PN, % TEs iR REME R Yo (05 25 2k 45 14
A N F CTCF MZsA s, BRI o /40 2% -
Ja s FAHEAEFEIR, STEUAR X BAS FE DR )RS o 1%
Pl fEmf, TEs i AT 3 sz 4R A i
INcCRNA . miRNA 5345 RNA 9 JE 2 45 3 H &
HUSO B TEs R R B . et
F454 . RNA Gk LS e 0 i s g 45, X3
SE 37y el I iR E Y (AT

1.3 RYEE., RELTHSAMBIERE

MIEAZ A B LAY, DSR4 A 9 31 22 2
MY, XORYIFIEE R E K B ZERE . AN TR0
it A A2 PR S T B 22 A A= W8 i ) 6 At L 4
AITIE PR AE S 22 A L AE W R Ok AR R A D Y AR
Fifh . Z MR AR v BT A 1 20 i ok R TR —
NZAGIANL, BEE A B R, BWTE
EAREARFI A, X — R o8 AR AR J5 PR 2 R0
BB T B L 5 B AR — MR

& L35 ALAG M 7 20 B A 38 s 2o A PO G AR AR
MREER. EExF SR T, NGzt
PR AE R 4 M fimis TR, F WL Is A0 T 8 &
B NI 4 R 2R 20 A A P R A R AR .
Bihn, 48 B H3K9me3 HIJLFE R4 Setdbl fif
R/ BRI RG EOERY, AR DNA HI L5 RS g
Dnmt3a/b i fe/N RIE# & B FT b, wibR G 2Eh,
HAth WAL 710 Kdm2a, Kdm2b, Kdmila 25
R aR IR IEBEO0 s s e s A% [H 7 R B 00T
WSRO R E IS R A s e, TERAR LT
AN BB TE 5 5 14 B ) s R 2 19 41 20 rhoRS B o B Bk
HYFRy, oML, Wet—5F8BET
e NI E: U A (Y A= X S ON -4 RO VAORE N1 )
H AR G oAk, TR Bl R K o 20 L i s D e
R, R, FE2RMBEENS S TR
it g R o AR P AN B A e, N S R T B
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H3KOme3 14 8 b5k o 14 40 it o 2 72 AR I % G 11
W, FERRETEEERBENAET, K2R
A0 Octd, Nanog, Sox2 L) Dppa5a %54y s #R 7%
TER T 1) H3K9me3 &4, - HL Al /it H3K9me3 F %k
FERST Setdbd FePH T LA & 35 (i A ¢ 4 7 4 R Y 41
Jfo 2k 2 7 g AR 0%, kAl , DNA £ SEALEE Tetl/2
S DR, i 947 A 40 i o 2 AR Ao (04090 il e R
BAL N T4 Kdmla, Kdm2a/b, Kdmsb, Dotll,
Chafla/b, Ncor2 F1 Rybp %558 f 2 5% i {4 20 fifd &
AR RO A, DL SRS N T AE TES 1
PRV b 2 0 E B AR B R i
TG T g P8 45 TEs X240 it fivis g i Fn4 F
H M HEEE,

YR F M AGAE M B2 ) TEs L2 5400
iz e s . R MR AT SRS, DNEREFE
EERETCAE MERVL Fil LINEs 2 5 RLUIIRIG & & 3 72
Hh 2- 21 300 1) 4 R 14 41 i d G AR g R AT
MG REB LR, FRETTIE LL 25T M0 40 1w
20 ) 20 i3 e AR TR TO) A A 4 i g R e
o, R R G P A R g A PR B O, 2K
B, AR ZS (naive) IR iR T 20 B bt A7 7 38 0 15 4k
() TEs, ikt fe i R NRBHERA 1
REICHE SVA. HERVK Fll HERVH %, 3 H jX g6
TEs MG 5008, Wil Qe o ricikas . 4

i FT DNA FY A A 25 , s e DR 8 8 0 28

HEZS5T A naive WG T 40 i iz A 1 25 Fn
Yo B8 A AR g R R, BT
HERVH 2 93 , 5 5 B S0 6 5 8Ok AR 1Y)
2T A LB 7 RS, ERVs
OSB3 2 5 T naive T 45 Th2 F1 Th f92H
Miariz %728, ERVs WIS HHAE#E T naive T 4l
] Thl 4lffldriz (A8, sl e Th2 40 driz i

fE,
2 HEpE TS U R T S kAR

Bl I 5 B AR N R G AE W R e, A SER 4l
WS AR TREE Y | Y 0 TSI RAF S K1 0
LR W B2 BT R 3K Bl T ST A U AT 5T K R
A 1 TH, XAFAEgES RNA . TEs Filfg 5
R 2Z (Al R A 2 L, SR, EFxF TEs LW

5B 2T HT R T REBIE S [RRE (L DI 25 3 2Pk, a0
WP EAE TR, TEs BT H 24 I EE )75 R:
P, [F—ZK AR TEs 8 UL [a])¥ 51 & BEARML, Ut
TEJT 5 53 B L X LR e I 5 0 oA YR 1) T ff 457 251 o
TEs SR ATINY F B & RE % VT D 2 3 240 21
[ B, KRR FIFR N Z W VCEL T 51 o 3 Ab B
XRZ VLTS R KRBT LA g3 3 A 2F—
B BT Z R ICEC R P51, HAR B Bk T RL Y
B, H IR X 3 DR 2 8 IR 4 19 20 A SR R 1 B X
FhoR g ; 55 MR OB T 2R ICECR )T E, 4%
B TR s e sk R H TR ey s iirit e 26
ARG SR AR ERL, R T TR Z KL
JEA, AR X257 91 J AR B H v — AN A AT DT D
D75, GRAFAE A B AV A s s, U BEHLAR RR
Hp—ANHFREM TR X 3 FRns&A F
il PP I — 15 B VT e 2% SR A A, R4y
TEs SRR R B2k, ok AR TEs o
UL, BT ENRAR A, RMER S]] 5E 5 548
P DAX A AR DL SRl 8 T HE PG
B, BS80S EmEE PGS B R, 7~
it Z R BHME s RS SRR T EE IR BR
[F B A o B R B P 5, (EAR R
T, FRAR X TR W AR S GO0 2 T b AR LS 1Y R
T TEs WA, (B TREBEVLES, B Fh
D7 B BB DU 05 5 TRVRE T A Sl 3 o
(eS8 TC I R AT vk, BRI ER i TEs
BN P DLAEDN e S S R . R — [n] R
HIAR AR I ik VP IR A ZE P B R L3RI 58 mt, fHi75
7452 R B % B8 4 B i ) B2 OB 6 7 4 . o — A
FER PRI TEs fESE R AP i REM 8, TEs 78
FEH T E AR AR R EE UL, ey fERR IR
A48 DUAE JE D 4 rp ) HAR A B X TEs I 45 38
Rk . Jeta it m R it . TEs RIE MR A # A
SR EE . HATARERARA T TEs fi &
5 BAR SR K, TEs BN Bt e e (a2 i 2 5
WAz —B ok, REARZIA TEs B2 A8
TEs BHr i SAFEE KB, ] anAs [\ & 270N
U TESs 78 3L R 4 b o0 7 A5 B A7 e AR A 22 S 1P81
AR 8] B R 35 A% AR S M R B 22 BT T A D)
—ANEZNE, TEs 7EARIAARZ B4 AR 250
WATBEAE b i B P s Sk, LI TEs #4545 D



828 AR Hereditas (Beijing) 2021

o5 43 4

70 LR 20 Fh o B A R T R A R, X —
(1] 85T %) fif e [ R AR R R AR 000 e 8 AR iy el

A A i 68 2 A0 i i 38 DR AH SR 1Y) TEs IR A77E
—ERPRI . TCIE S R R G — R A 2 A
iEPUE SRR, AR IR R B . g
T A SR fift BT 40 e iy i e e R P R R R
3 o LA LI R AT TES 19 3 A AR X %5
— RN N A iz Je g AH G TEs $R M K
o0 [ElmE, SZ BEERE TEs MThRERIF B AETE
FORHk R . U I D i R 1 2 B 44 3 R T BE 1Y
WS R TR RS EF], (B F TEs 245 DLk,
X SR AR — JouE LLAE ) TEs #E1 74w % . RS 4R K
LA HIF 8 402 305 M) P e O A DR 5 R R T L&
TEs SE AT #4207 9192 B — e (G FH T AR 4 <1
1) TEs Jui, I BAFAERSCRAR LA K o G HE A i) [ T,
EEXF TEs HOJEIN S £ BAE A . Je—, i
THARENAPE AR K, MRS A R
TR DU, FUSR )N SIS A s B, X EE R OK
PR M AN K, B A A 5 T BEAF TR AMERL N 5 H—
TEs 7ERHATHAES M, ENPORMER, £
AL A5 TR) B St 8 2 52 g L € R AR 2 A, AT R
HANMEAET . Mz, 5HXF TEs MR MME B E B
K AW A DI RE S I UE H AT EE AR B iR fF e — 2
PR

3 GhinHkes

TEs BEHNAPEREZHICR. RE TES 1Y
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